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Registration and link to conference: www.parliamentbuildings.org.uk 
(Registration is free and open for all) 

Jeremy Melvin 

Jeremy studied architecture and history of architecture at The Bartlett UCL, where he is now a visiting professor. Since graduating he has 

worked as an academic, writer and curator, notably for the Royal Academy and the World Architecture Festival. He has a longstanding interest 

in the history and operation of parliament buildings, in particular the Palace of Westminster and its precinct.  

Alexandra Meakin  

Alexandra is a Research Associate in the Department of Politics at the University of Manchester, working on the ESRC-funded project, Rethinking 

the role of small parties in the UK’s parliaments. Her PhD was awarded in 2019 from the University of Sheffield for an analysis of the decision by 

the UK Parliament to approve the Restoration and Renewal of the Palace of Westminster in 2018. She continues to research the Restoration and 

Renewal programme, alongside her wider research interests which include the impact of design and space on legislatures and the governance of 

parliaments. Dr Meakin is also the Co-Convenor of the Political Studies Association Specialist Group on Parliaments, which brings together 

academic and practitioners researching and working in parliaments and legislatures across the globe. 

Marc Geddes 

Marc is Senior Lecturer in Politics at the School of Social and Political Science, University of Edinburgh, and the Co-Director for the Centre of 

Science, Knowledge and Policy at Edinburgh (SKAPE). His research explores the role of parliaments in democratic politics, specifically exploring 

the ideas, beliefs, practices and dilemmas of politicians and officials, with a wider interest in how evidence is used by policy-makers. His most 

recent book, Dramas at Westminster: Select committees and the quest for accountability, examines how UK MPs and officials interpret and act 

on the concept of ‘accountability’, and what this means for the UK Parliament’s ability to fulfil its democratic functions. 

Uta Staiger 

Uta is associate academic staff with the Comparative Literature Programmes in UCL’s School of European Languages, Culture and Society, and 

offers tutorial teaching in UCL Laws. Her research interests are broadly in modern European thought, culture, and politics. Current interests 

include crisis, stasis and decisionism; Hannah Arendt and virtuosity; mourning and the law in contemporary philosophy; and cultures of 

international negotiation. Recent publications include ‘Negotiating Brexit: The Cultural Sources of British Hard Bargaining’, with B. Martill, Journal 

of Common Market Studies (May 2020), and ‘The Heart of the Matter: Emotional politics in the new Europe’, for the open-access volume she co-

edited with B. Martill, Brexit and Beyond: Rethinking the Futures of Europe (UCL Press, 2018). Uta is a member of the EU Advisory Board of the 

Russell Group and the Advisory Board of the Scottish Council on European Relations; and a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts. She holds a PhD 

from the University of Cambridge, gained with a scholarship from the Gates Cambridge Trust. She was also educated at the Universities of 

Edinburgh and Konstanz (Germany), as well as at the Universitat de Girona during a stint working for the Barcelona-based think tank Interarts. 

Claudia Sternberg 

Claudia is a scholar of European and international politics. She is particularly interested in political power or authority, and the role that ideas, 

ideologies, and stories can play in shaping the relationships between citizens, peoples, and their states or international organisations. She seeks 

to bridge the gap between theoretical and empirical research, by exploring what concepts such as 'legitimacy' or 'recognition' mean to different 

people. Her work on the European Union's struggle for legitimacy traces the history of ideas and contests regarding the EU's legitimacy in public 

debate and in discourses of the European institutions and asks what we can learn from it with a view to political legitimacy more broadly. Her 

second monograph, co-authored with Kalypso Nicolaidis and Kira Gartzou-Katsouyanni, explores the Euro crisis from the perspective of mutual 

recognition, an idea at the very heart of the European project, and of how Greeks and Germans have offended each other over its course, and how 

to recover from this. Her research has received the 2014 UACES Best Book Prize, the 2015 Pademia and the 2013 Theseus Awards, as well as the 

2002 Sage Award for Best APSA Paper in Comparative Politics. 

Thanos Zartaloudis 

Dr. Thanos Zartaloudis (Reader in Legal Theory and History) teaches and researches at Kent Law School, University of Kent, UK and is also an 

associate and PhD supervisor at the Architectural Association, School of Architecture, London, UK. At Kent he co-founded and co-directs the Kent 

Interdisciplinary Centre for Spatial Studies. His most recent book is The Birth of Nomos (EUP, 2019). He has co-authored (with Aristide Antonas) 

The Protocols of Athens, in Antonas, A. The Archipelago of Protocols, Barcelona: DPR Barcelona, 2016, pp.11-207; see also the dialogue in Antonas, 

Aristide and Zartaloudis, Thanos. “Protocols for the Life of the Ordinary”, e-flux, 2018. His most recent article on architecture is Lines of 

architectural potency in AR/Architecture Research, special issue, third Edition – The Line, Notes on Politics, ed. Marina Lathouri (2021). 

https://www.e-flux.com/architecture/positions/204038/protocols-for-a-life-of-the-ordinary/

