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(Registration is free and open for all) 

Alan Penn 

Alan is a former Dean of the Bartlett faculty of the Built Environment (2009-19), he is a founding director of  Space Syntax Ltd,  a UCL knowledge 
transfer spin out with a portfolio of over 100 applied projects per year, including whole city masterplans, neighbourhood development plans and 
individual buildings. He is a board member of UCL Consultants Ltd. He is a member of the Space Syntax Laboratory within The Bartlett School of 
Architecture. He was the Chair of the Architecture, Built Environment and Planning sub-panel 16 and a member of Main-panel C for the Research 
Excellence Framework 2014. He is Principal Investigator on the £5m five year EPSRC funded Digital Economy Hub: Urban Dynamics Lab. He is a 
founding trustee of the  Shakespeare North Trust  a charity which is constructing a new Shakespearian theatre and educational centre in Prescot 
outside Liverpool. He has a part time role as Chief Scientific Advisor at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. 

Mariana Pestana 

Mariana is an architect and independent curator interested in critical social practice and the role of fiction in design for an age marked by 
technological progress and an ecological crisis. She is a member of the collective The Decorators, an interdisciplinary practice that makes 
collaborative public realm interventions and cultural programmes. Recently, she co-curated the exhibitions The Future Starts Here (V&A, 2018) 
and Eco Visionaries: Art and Architecture After the Anthropocene at (MAAT, 2018; Matadero & Royal Academy, 2019). Mariana gained a PhD in 
Architecture from the Bartlett School of Architecture. Previously, she worked as a curator at the Department of Architecture, Design and Digital 
at the V&A Museum and lectured at Central Saint Martins, Chelsea College of Arts, Royal College of Arts, Universidade do Minho and Sandberg 
Institute. At the moment, Mariana is curating the 5th Istanbul Design Biennale. “Empathy Revisited: designs for more than one” opens on October 
15th, 2020 and closes in April 2021. 

Uta Staiger 

Uta is associate academic staff with the Comparative Literature Programmes in UCL’s School of European Languages, Culture and Society, and 
offers tutorial teaching in UCL Laws. Her research interests are broadly in modern European thought, culture, and politics. Current interests 
include crisis, stasis and decisionism; Hannah Arendt and virtuosity; mourning and the law in contemporary philosophy; and cultures of 
international negotiation. Recent publications include ‘Negotiating Brexit: The Cultural Sources of British Hard Bargaining’, with B. Martill, Journal 
of Common Market Studies (May 2020), and ‘The Heart of the Matter: Emotional politics in the new Europe’, for the open-access volume she co-
edited with B. Martill, Brexit and Beyond: Rethinking the Futures of Europe (UCL Press, 2018). Uta is a member of the EU Advisory Board of the 
Russell Group and the Advisory Board of the Scottish Council on European Relations; and a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts. She holds a PhD 
from the University of Cambridge, gained with a scholarship from the Gates Cambridge Trust. She was also educated at the Universities of 
Edinburgh and Konstanz (Germany), as well as at the Universitat de Girona during a stint working for the Barcelona-based think tank Interarts. 

Claudia Sternberg 

Claudia is a scholar of European and international politics. She is particularly interested in political power or authority, and the role that ideas, 
ideologies, and stories can play in shaping the relationships between citizens, peoples, and their states or international organisations. She seeks 
to bridge the gap between theoretical and empirical research, by exploring what concepts such as 'legitimacy' or 'recognition' mean to different 
people. Her work on the European Union's struggle for legitimacy traces the history of ideas and contests regarding the EU's legitimacy in public 
debate and in discourses of the European institutions and asks what we can learn from it with a view to political legitimacy more broadly. Her 
second monograph, co-authored with Kalypso Nicolaidis and Kira Gartzou-Katsouyanni, explores the Euro crisis from the perspective of mutual 
recognition, an idea at the very heart of the European project, and of how Greeks and Germans have offended each other over its course, and how 
to recover from this. Her research has received the 2014 UACES Best Book Prize, the 2015 Pademia and the 2013 Theseus Awards, as well as the 
2002 Sage Award for Best APSA Paper in Comparative Politics. 

David Roberts 

Dr David Roberts is a Lecturer in Architecture at the Bartlett School of Architecture and Research Ethics Fellow at the Bartlett Faculty of the Built 
Environment. Alongside his teaching and research, he is part of collaborative art practice Fugitive Images and of architecture collectives Involve 
and BREAK//LINE. David’s research, art and cultural activist practice engages community groups whose homes and livelihoods are under threat 
from urban policy, empowers ethical reasoning in built environment practice, and extends architectural education to primary and secondary 
school children. 

 


