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David Mulder  

David Mulder van der Vegt (1980) is an Amsterdam based architect and writer. He is one of the founders of XML, an office for architecture, 
urbanism and research. The office is fuelled by a research-driven approach that turns a careful analysis of a project’s core challenges into the 
driving force of design.  

Their efforts to date brought the office extensive recognition and prizes including two European awards for emerging European architects. In 
2014 David Mulder van der Vegt  as a finalist for the Prix de Rome, the oldest and largest Dutch state prize for Architects under 40. The work of 
XML has been exhibited internationally at the 14th International Architecture Biennial in Venice and the 5th Guangzhou Triennial.  

Since 2010 spaces of political congregation have been part of the office’s ongoing preoccupation. In 2016 David co-authored the book 
‘PARLIAMENT’ that compares the plenary halls of the parliaments of all 193 United Nations member states. Early 2016, XML in collaboration 
with Jurgen Bey realized a new interior for the European Council in Brussels, as part of the Dutch Presidency of the European Union.  

Before starting XML, David was an architect and researcher at AMO, the thinktank of Rem Koolhaas’ Office for Metropolitan Architecture in 
Rotterdam. 

David has taught and lectured at different architecture and art schools throughout Europe, including TU Delft, the Dessau Institute of 
Architecture and RWTH Aachen. Between 2014 and 2016 he directed the interdisciplinary research program Designing Democracy at the 
Sandberg Institute in Amsterdam. Currently he is a studio master at the Design Academy in Eindhoven. 

 

 

Jonas Staal  

Jonas Staal is a visual artist whose work deals with the relation between art, propaganda, and democracy. He is the founder of the artistic and 
political organization New World Summit (2012–ongoing) and the campaign New Unions (2016–ongoing). With BAK, basis voor actuele kunst, 
Utrecht, he co-founded the New World Academy (2013-16), with Florian Malzacher he is currently directing the utopian training camp Training 
for the Future (2018-ongoing) and with Laure Prouvost he is co-administrator of the Obscure Union. 

Exhibition-projects include Art of the Stateless State (Moderna Galerija, Ljubljana, 2015), After Europe (State of Concept, Athens, 2016), The 
Scottish-European Parliament (CCA, Glasgow, 2018) and Museum as Parliament (with the Democratic Federation of North Syria, Van 
Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, 2018-ongoing). His projects have been exhibited widely at venues such as the V&A in London, Stedelijk Museum in 
Amsterdam, M_HKA in Antwerp and Moderna Museet in Stockholm, as well as the biennales of Berlin (2012), Kochi (2013), São Paulo (2014), 
Gothenburg (2017), Warsaw (2019) and Taipei (2020). 

Publications and catalogs include Nosso Lar, Brasília (Jap Sam Books, 2014), Stateless Democracy (With co-editors Dilar Dirik and Renée In der 
Maur, BAK, 2015), Steve Bannon: A Propaganda Retrospective (Het Nieuwe Instituut, 2018) and Propaganda Art in the 21st Century (The MIT 
Press, 2019). Staal completed his PhD research on propaganda art at the PhDArts program of Leiden University, the Netherlands. 

 

 


